UNIT 2 YORUBA
A
§:§ 15 ségﬁ lana S& ¢ 1o qué n1 ana? Did you (pl.) go to the
market yesterday?
B
beeni & 13 Bsn1 a 1q. Yes, we went.
B. NOTES
l. First plural and second plural. Subject pronouns, & and §.
Compare these forms: mé 108 ‘T went! |
5 13 tyou (sg.) went!
a 18 'we went'
§ 13 tyou (pl.) went!
The element & here stands for a first person plural subject
(1.e. 'we'), while é stands for a second person plural subject (1.e
tyou'). The subject element & may also be used as a mark of respect

when speaking to only one person.

2. 'Assimilation! w1th_§é.
Notice that the vowel of the element gé has again been
'lassimilated' to the vowel which follows 1it: gé g 15 = $°8 15.
3. Tones of nIs mid or second depending on environment,

Alternation of mid and second tones.

[ g -
da&da¥ nI
LY LW 4 'Y [
alaafia nai
The word ni has mid tone 1in

tone in others. A syllable which in
tone, has second tone when 1t stands
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"1t 18 good!
i1t 18 health!
some environments, and second

other environments has mad
1mmediately after a syllable



BASIC COURSE UNIT 2

with low tone. Mid tone does not occur under these circumstances.
Mid and second tones do however contrast with one another in some
enviromments. In this book, second tone after low or falling tone
1s written with a macron (&), and treated as though 1t were mid.

. Exercises.

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you
hear the first you can respond immediately with the second.

l. First person plural vs. second person plural.

a. § 13 g 13 be s°6 13 beenT & 15
[} t 1 LI | ] 11 1
g 13 & 13
[} [ \
2. First and second persons, singular and plural.
. & 15 g 10 b. s§°6 18 beeni md 13
[} t ] [] ) 1t ?
g 15 513 g8 15 veeni g 13
1] [} ) ' ] (] 1 [
ms 18 5 138
o) l§ mb l§

3. Assimilated vs. non-assimilated pronunciations.

'- - ' o~ [
s°0 16 se § 10
[ 13 [} 3

’— - ' - -
s 10O se & 10
[} [} [} [} 1 [}

' — — '— —-—
se O lq $°6 19

' -— '— —
se € 10 g€ 16
] [} [} [} [] ¥

79



UNIT 2 YORUBA

D. Supplementary material

1. Days of the week.,

- LN PR S T

§jo “yimbd / 3310 et1 Friday

Y S S P

510 “satIde / satide Saturday
§35 ‘sTnmi / ose Sunday

- - R rP A

3jo kini osg / monde Monday
qjé kégi ésé Tuesday
§J§ kdts ose Wednesday
53¢ kérin ose / alamisi Thursday

Other words are sometimes used for the days of the week, but
these are probably the most widely known.

§3é '3£m§ §f6 13 ségﬁ légé '3im§ Did you go to the
market on Fraiday?
rara. satide ni md 15 No, Saturday was
[when] I went.
satide s 13 5033 nT satide Did you go to the
market on Szturday?
rara. §3§ ‘sIrmI ni md 15 No, Sunday was [when]

I went.

etc.

Use each of the other days of the week 1n the first of these two
sentences. In the second sentence of each pair, use the name of

the followinz day.

Compare the deliberate and casual equivalents:

- -

Jim§ ton Fraiday!

EIoXN
=O»s

Jim§ 1

=Os

ni g )

Again, the high tone of the verb (here, ni) 1s found both in de-
liberate and in casual style. The vowel quality 1, present in the
deliberate form, 1s absent in the casual., Note that this apparent
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BASIC COURSE UNIT 3

'loss! of a mora 1s possible only when the following word begins
with a vowel., No elision 1s possible, for example, with sétidé,
for which deliberate and casual styles both have nisatidé.

2. 'Elision' with nil,

s
s*é 1
[] []

el

=O»

-Os
4

8034 1§J 31md Did you (pl. or respect-

ful) g0eee?

s 0 [
rara., satide 1

\¥/]

1

o]

No, we went on Saturday.

As i1n the preceding exercise, substitute pairs of consecutive day-
names 1n these two sentences.
Compare the deliberate and casual equivalentss

nT a 1 1571

=01
=0l

twas ‘[when] we went!

The 'elisaion' which 1s represented by these plural forms does not

take place 1n the singular because the subject pronoun mS begins
with a consonant.

UNIT 3

A, BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Good evening'

A
irélé evening
§kﬁr§lé o Ekﬁrélé ol Good evening.
B
i 0, (courteous response to
a number of different
greetings)
A
éérq morning
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